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2016	
Welcome	to	the	first	full	newsletter	for	this	year	

	

First	bit	of	news	is	hopefully	obvious;	a	name	change	to	better	reflect	the	type	
of	cars	we	get	at	our	events.	The	old	website	links	will	remain	so	don’t	worry	
about	 losing	us.	A	number	of	 small	meets	have	 started	using	 the	old	name	
which	has	also	been	causing	confusion.	The	changes	will	happen	over	this	year.	

2015	Success	

	

I	think	it’s	important	to	mention	the	2015	success	story.	The	turnout	at	Newby	
Hall	 and	Lotherton	Hall	was	 fantastic	 last	year,	moving	us	past	500	cars	 for	
each	event.	Even	with	all	these	cars,	the	event	didn’t	lose	any	of	its	charm.		

The	breadth	of	cars	on	display	was	also	impressive	giving	everyone	a	lot	to	look	
around.	Thanks	to	all	those	who	displayed	and	all	those	who	helped	out	on	the	
day.		The	events	couldn’t	happen	without	you	all!	
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Parking		
	

Helpers	

	

I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 all	 the	 2016	 Newby	 Hall	 parking	
assistants.	We	use	volunteers	 to	direct	 the	cars	 into	 their	
correct	country	or	group.	Without	them	this	event	could	not	
take	place.		

We	 are	 constantly	 on	 the	 lookout	 for	 new	 parking	
assistants,	 so	 support	 our	 event	 and	 offer	 your	 help	 at	
support@sportscarsinthepark.co.uk	

How	to	park	 We	all	like	a	bit	of	room	around	us	and	we	do	try	to	make	
sure	enough	space	is	allowed,	but	we	do	have	a	lot	of	cars	
to	accommodate	this	year.	Please	help	us	by	following	any	
parking	instructions	from	the	parking	assistants.	We	will	be	
parking	boot	to	boot	apart	from	cars	on	the	front	rows	

	

Plan	
An	overview	parking	plan	is	on	the	next	page.	Because	car	groups	arrive	at	
different	times	specific	areas	will	be	allocated	on	the	day.	Enough	space	has	
been	left	within	each	area.	The	numbers	in	the	area	are	(cars/possible	space)	
to	give	you	an	idea.	Because	there	are	a	few	trees	it	makes	the	process	a	bit	
more	complex.	So	please	be	patient	with	us	on	the	day.	

Gate	
This	is	where	our	group	will	control	the	flow	of	cars.	

Toilets		
The	first	question	most	people	ask	on	arrival.	The	direction	has	been	marked	
on	the	map.		
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Itinerary		
	

8:00	 CITP	support	staff	arrive	and	get	stands	in	place	

8:30	 Parking	helpers	arrive	

9:00	 Gate	opens	for	display	cars	only	

11:00	 Gates	open	to	public	

12:00	 Parking	is	finished;	try	to	make	sure	you	arrive	before	this		

16:00	 Event	starts	to	pack	up;	no	rush		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 

PROBABLY THE BEST DRIVING 
EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD  

Special offer : 15% off any experience 
 with code: citp16  

Extreme	Rally,	North	Lodge,	North	Street,	Ripon.	HG4	1HJ	

admin@extreme-rally.co.uk											www.extreme-rally.co.uk	

	

Venues	:	

Gravel	stage	-		Elvington-	York	

Forest	stage	-	Tong	-	Bradford	
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Trade	stands	
	

Large	Stands	 	

Alexanders	Prestige	 New	for	2016,	Alexanders	Prestige	is	our	headline	
sponsor	this	year.	This	local	dealer	has	a	range	of	
used	sports	and	performance	cars	and	is	based	in	
Ripon,	just	a	few	miles	from	Newby	Hall.	

GC	Motors	 GC	Motors	of	Harrogate	are	back	with	a	stand	in	
2016	and	a	collection	of	second	hand	sports	cars	
to	tempt	you.	

Small	stands	 	

Extreme	Rally	 Fancy	yourself	as	a	rally	driver?	Then	book	a	rally	
experience	day	with	them	and	don’t	forget	your	
15%	discount	with	the	CITP16	code.	

Vintage	Tools	 Various	tools	

Rally	for	Heroes	 Raising	money	for	retired	members	of	the	Armed	
Forces	

RAC	 RAC	breakdown	membership	

WestYorkshireClassics	 Kids	Fire	Engine	party	hire	

	
Plant	show	
	

“The	annual	Spring	Plant	Fair	at	Newby	Hall	on	Sunday	8th	May	sees	an	exciting	
array	 of	 nurseries	 from	 all	 over	 the	 north	 of	 England	 displaying	 and	 selling	
unusual	and	specialist	plants	as	diverse	as	Camassias	and	carnivorous	plants,	
with	a	good	sprinkling	of	the	more	familiar	garden	favourites.	The	Fair	 is	an	
excellent	and	rare	opportunity	for	visitors	seeking	advice	for	their	own	gardens	
to	 speak	 with	 the	 exhibitors	 and	 take	 full	 advantage	 of	 their	 expert	
knowledge.”	–	Newby	Hall	
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Dreamcar		-	Sit	in	a	Supercar	for	charity		

	

Ever	wanted	to	sit	in	one	of	these	cars?	Get	your	photo	taken	so	you	can	brag	
to	your	mates.	Thanks	to	Leeds	Supercar	Meet	and	the	Dreamcar	event	you	
can!	Just	make	a	small	donation	of	£5	towards	our	event’s	chosen	charity.	

The	Dreamcar	event	will	be	held	at	Croft	on	June	12th	to	raise	money	for	the	
NSPCC,	as	well	as	giving	enthusiasts	a	chance	to	ride	in	all	of	the	cars	that	will	
be	at	our	event.	They	have	some	great	exclusives	for	petrol	heads.	Check	out	
their	website	at	www.thedreamcarevent.com		

 
	

The	event	is	run	by	Jason	Holman,	who	also	runs	Leeds	supercar	meet,	a	big	
supporter	of	our	events	year	after	year.		
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Facebook	
		

The	Facebook	membership	continues	to	go	from	strength	to	strength	and	has	
just	gone	past	1,000	members.	Social	media	is	a	simple	way	for	you	to	keep	
up	to	date	with	what	is	coming	up	on	our	events.	I	also	post	snippets	about	
my	car	mad	life,	like	the	new	Porsche	718	track	day.		Simply	search	groups	on	
Facebook	for	CITP	or	use	the	link	on	our	website.		

My	car	reviews		
	

I	have	been	lucky	in	my	life	to	have	owned	or	driven	some	very	nice	cars	including	TVR,	
Maserati,	Porsche,	Ferrari,	Lamborghini,	Aston,	Subaru,	Ariel	Atom	the	list	is	extensive.		

I	am	not	a	racing	driver	although	I	have	been	on	a	few	track	days.	My	
9-5	job	job	does	not	involve	reviewing	cars,	so	all	my	reviews	are	my	
opinion	of	the	car	and	are	based	on	one	simple	premise.	Could	I	live	
with	 it	 every	 day	 and	 lust	 after	 it?	 If	 you	 want	 facts,	 then	 seek	
professional	help.		

	 	

“If	you	want	

facts	seek	

professional	

help”	
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Porsche	V	Aston	
	

	

It’s	not	a	competition	just	a	simple	head	or	heart	decision.	It’s	
something	 all	 sport	 car	 owners	 will	 relate	 to.	 You	 have	 a	
budget;	in	this	case	£40k	and	various	cars	fit	into	that	bracket.	
A	new	car	with	all	its	warranty	and	newness	or	a	second	hand	
one.	I	picked	these	two	cars	because	I	had	this	nice	dilemma	a	
few	years	back.	

The	decision	came	down	to	head	over	heart	and	head	one.	The	
car	had	to	get	me	to	work	on	a	morning	as	reliably	as	possible.	
I	don’t	have	space	to	store	more	than	one	car	so	it	has	to	be	
my	 daily	 car	 as	 well.	 I	 had	 lots	 of	miles	 to	 do	 so	MPG/fun	
played	a	part	as	well	as	general	running	costs.	In	the	end	the	
Porsche	obviously	won	due	to	better	MPG/costs.	If	I	had	my	
time	again	would	I	have	gone	for	the	Aston	V8?	

A	cars	performance	0-62	is	a	crude	measurement	of	how	good	
a	car	it	is.	It	does	not	reflect	the	joy	of	owning	and	driving	the	

“Head	over	

heart	V	You	

only	live	

once”	
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car	and	to	that	end,	both	cars	are	about	the	same.	Top	speed	
is	irrelevant	you	need	an	airfield	for	that..	

So	thanks	to	Alexanders	Prestige	I	borrowed	an	Aston	V8	to	
relive	the	decision.		

First	the	Porsche	Boxster	S	

	

I	will	start	with	a	confession;	this	is	my	second	Boxster.	My	first	
was	the	987	the	normal	version	not	the	S.	I	had	three	trouble	
free	 years	 and	 its	 was	 a	 very	 easy	 car	 to	 own	 and	 drive.	 I	
normally	get	the	PDK	as	my	left	leg	is	a	bit	dodgy	due	to	long	
commutes	and	heavy	clutches.		

“If	you	want	

facts	seek	

professional	

help”	
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After	 three	
years	I	was	at	a	
decision	point,	
keep	 my	 987,	
move	 to	 the	
new	 model	
981	 or	
possibly	 an	

Aston	 V8.	 Now	 I	 think	 it's	 important	 to	 stress	 that	 the	 old	
Boxster	 is	 good	 and	 I	 had	 little	 intention	 to	 upgrade.	
Unfortunately	 for	 me	 the	 new	 one	 is	 better	 in	 a	 lot	 of	
incremental	ways	adding	up	to	a	compelling	upgrade.	

Not	having	to	unclip	the	hood	before	top	down	was	a	silly	but	
noticeable	addition.	Allowing	you	to	get	topless	in	a	matter	of	
seconds	and	grab	fresh	air	even	when	moving,	albeit	at	 less	
than	30mph.		

Not	 everyone	 likes	
autos	 but	 dual	 clutch	
cars	 have	 come	 a	 long	
way.	The	PDK	system	is	
very	 quick,	 in	 fact	 it	
changes	 quicker	 than	
you	can	ever	change	in	
a	 manual,	 even	 on	 a	
good	day.	It	is	also	very	
usable	 in	 traffic.	 There	
is	 no	 automatic	 lurch	
when	it	changes	thanks	
to	a	dual	clutch	configuration.		

	
	

“Topless	in	

seconds”	
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I	 wasn't	 expecting	 much	
difference	 in	 handling	 on	 the	
new	 Boxster	 but	 was	 taken	
aback	by	its	improvement;	a	big	
step	 forward	 from	 the	 old	
Boxster	 which	 is	 a	 major	
compliment.	The	car	feels	more	
balanced	and	calm.	

	 	
	

Sport	Button	
Does	 it	 make	 a	 difference?	
Yes,	 and	 no	 point	 in	
pretending!	 0-60	 is	 a	 little	
quicker	but	overtaking	is	back	
into	 TVR-thinking	 territory.	
When	 I	 overtake,	 is	 there	
enough	 space	 to	 slow	 down	
and	 tuck	 in?	 Everything	
becomes	 like	 it’s	 had	 a	
double	espresso!	

Costs	
The	cost	of	ownership	including	servicing	seems	on	par	with	
other	cars	I	have	owned	and	the	MPG	is	actually	quite	good.	
Little	niggles	that	happen	with	new	cars	all	got	sorted	under	
warranty.	

“It	can	hang	

its	tail	out	

without	a	

sport	button”	
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Now	it’s	the	Astons	turn	

	
Just	 look	 at	 it!	 It	 oozes	 charm,	 style	 and	 sophistication.	 I	
challenge	 anyone	 to	 find	 an	 unflattering	 picture	 of	 this	 car.	
Even	the	name	shrieks	of	automotive	style,	performance	and	
heritage.	 It’s	 difficult	 to	 ignore	 the	 looks	 of	 the	 modern	
Astons.	They	are	pretty	cars	with	a	sound	track	to	match.	

Then	there’s	the	V8	engine.	If	you	have	never	had	the	fortune	
of	driving	a	V8	then	you	need	to	find	a	way.	The	low	bass	and	
torque	are	just	epic	and	once	the	revs	build	its	hard	not	to	get	
chills.		

All	good?	No,	let’s	just	cover	a	few	niggles.	I	don’t	need	sat	nav	
on	all	 the	time,	 I	know	where	 I’m	going.	 I	am	sure	there’s	a	
button	to	get	rid	of	it	but	I	couldn’t	find	it?	And	why	does	the	
rev	 counter	 go	 anticlockwise?	 The	 handbrake	 is	 just	 in	 the	
wrong	 place	 and	works	 unconventionally.	 The	 dials	 are	 not	
that	 easy	 to	 read.	 For	 a	 true	 enthusiast	 these	 niggles	 are	
irrelevant	as	you	will	learn	to	live	with	them.		

“A	few	

niggles”	
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Handling	
The	car	had	36k	miles	on	the	clock	so	some	wear	and	tear	is	
expected.		

The	ride	was	comfortable	but	firm	and	the	steering	had	good	
feedback	and	precision.	Nowhere	near	as	razor-like	as	the	
Boxster	but	it	is	more	of	a	GT	car	in	my	books	to	be	fair:	a	car	
that	can	chew	up	miles	and	then	go	back	road	when	you	
want	to.	

You	can’t	get	away	from	the	elegance	of	the	car.	It’s	not	a	hard	
core	 driving	machine	 like	 the	 Porsche.	 To	 “drive	 it	 like	 you	
stole	it”	is	just	not	the	point	of	this	car.		

Inside	
It’s	 a	 nice	
place	 to	 be.	 I	
could	 go	 on	
but	 it	 speaks	
for	 itself.	 It	 is	
very	plush	and	
comfy.	 You	
can	 definitely	
see	where	the	
money	 has	
been	 spent.	 I	

felt	at	home	within	minutes,	with	a	good	driving	position	and	
lots	of	room,	with	quality	materials	used	throughout.	

	 	

“You	can	

definitely	see	

where	the	

money	has	

been	spent.”	
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Manual	
It’s	 been	 a	 while	 since	 I	 have	
used	 a	 manual	 but	 the	 clutch	
was	 light	 and	 the	 gear	 change	
was	ok,	although	it	had	a	bit	too	
much	travel	for	my	liking.	I	have	
been	 spoiled	 with	 the	 Porsche	
Auto	PDK.	

	

Conclusion	 	
On	 reflection	 the	 two	 cars	 are	
almost	polar	opposites.	They	have	all	the	creature	comforts,	
but	the	Aston	is	a	GT	and	the	Boxster	is	a	racer.		

The	new	style	Boxster	has	got	a	lot	better	looking.	It’s	just	that	
most	cars	struggle	to	turn	heads	better	than	an	Aston.	

The	Porsche	is	the	best	driving	car	I	have	ever	had.	It’s	better	
than	 the	Aston,	 in	my	opinion,	 as	well	 as	being	easy	 to	 live	
with.	It	is,	however,	just	missing	something.		

So	would	I	buy	the	Aston	over	the	718	if	I	had	the	option?	If	I	
won	the	 lottery	 I	would	have	both.	Luckily	 I	don’t	have	that	
dilemma	at	the	moment.	

Would	I	recommend	the	Aston?	Yes,	is	the	answer.	You	would	
enjoy	every	moment	of	driving	around.	Would	I	recommend	a	
second	hand	one?	The	one	I	had	a	play	in	seemed	pretty	solid	
and	had	been	loved	and	well	 looked	after.	I	would	just	keep	
some	cash	aside	in	case	there	are	any	big	bills	lurking	around	
the	corner!	Having	said	that,	at	under	40k,	it’s	a	bargain!	

The	Boxster	S	is	a	hard	car	to	beat	for	driving	perfection/price	
just	wish	it	had	a	V8	soundtrack	and	the	Aston’s	swagger.		 	
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Porsche	Boxster	718	launch	
	

I	went	along	
to	 the	 local	

Porsche	
dealer	 for	
the	 launch	
of	 the	 new	
718.	 The	 PR	
guy	 told	 us	
that	 every	
panel	on	the	
new	car	was	

different	
and	they	had	 improved	on	the	engine	 (now	4	cylinder	and	turbo	
charged!)	which	now	reaches	0-62	in	a	
very	 respectable	 4.2	 seconds.	 Those	
statistics	 put	 it	 firmly	 into	 supercar	
territory.	 	 I	 have	 included	 a	 few	
pictures	taken	on	the	night.		

You	might	 have	 to	 look	 hard	 to	 spot	
the	 differences	 though,	 but	 I	 am	
assured	they	are	there!	

I	have	a	track	day	coming	
up	 in	 the	 718	 in	 the	
middle	of	May	so	will	give	
you	an	updated	review	on	
the	website/Facebook,	as	
well	as	a	few	photos	that	I	
will	take	on	my	trip.	

	

“Spot	the	

difference	

time”	
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To	advertise	in	the	next	Sports	cars	in	the	park	newsletter	contact	
sales@sportscarsinthepark.co.uk	

	


